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Diagne of Goree Island; and Boubacar (Joseph)
N’diaye, curator, Slave House.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Israel-United States Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty With Documentation
April 2, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the State of Israel on Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed at Tel
Aviv on January 26, 1998, and a related ex-
change of notes signed the same date. I transmit
also, for the information of the Senate, the Re-
port of the Department of State with respect
to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States for the purpose of countering
criminal activities more effectively. The Treaty
should be an effective tool to assist in the pros-
ecution of a wide variety of modern criminals,
including those involved in terrorism, other vio-
lent crimes, drug trafficking, money laundering,
and other white collar crime. The Treaty is self-
executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-
operation in criminal matters. Mutual assistance
available under the Treaty includes: taking the
testimony or statements of persons; providing
documents, records, and articles of evidence;
serving documents; locating or identifying per-
sons or items; transferring persons in custody
for testimony or for other assistance; executing
requests for searches and seizures; assisting in
proceedings related to seizure, immobilization
and forfeiture of assets, restitution, and collec-
tion of fines; executing procedures involving ex-
perts; and providing any other form of assistance
appropriate under the laws of the Requested
State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
April 2, 1998.

Remarks on the Legislative Agenda and an Exchange With Reporters
April 3, 1998

The President. Thank you very much. Before
I read my statement, I’d like to make a brief
comment on a momentous event which occurred
during my trip to Africa, back here. The Vice
President turned 50, and I hope all of you no-
ticed the increased gravity and maturity of his
aura. [Laughter] I personally am greatly re-
lieved. Not long before he turned 50, as I told
him when I called him, an elderly lady came
up to me, and she said, ‘‘I think you and that
young man are doing such a good job.’’ [Laugh-
ter] And it’s nice to have a middle-aged team
now at the White House.

The Vice President. She was very elderly.
[Laughter]

The President. Let me say, Hillary and I are
delighted to be back from what was a wonderful
trip to Africa. We are working hard to strength-
en the bonds of the African continent that I
am convinced is in the midst of a renaissance,
where political and economic liberty is on the
rise.

I only wish every American could have been
with me every step of the way to see, first,
Africa, not only its problems, which are pro-
found, but the energy and intelligence and de-
termination of the people. I also wish every
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